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“COME…”   —Jesus   (Matthew 14:29)
The bonfire had died down--perfect for roasting marshmallows followed by family prayer time.  As we gazed at the sky from our spot at Kumbya, a rustic missionary retreat center in the western hills of Rwanda, struggling to identify the bright mass of constellations, suddenly a shooting star streaked across the heavens. Wow!  Only a couple days earlier I had been on a plane flying up there in that night sky, juggling toddlers and those little airline food trays.  (Thank you for your prayers for us as we flew.)  After an unforgettable year in the USA we have finally returned home to Africa.  Thank you, God, for bringing us safely back!  

It's hilarious to be altogether again in Bujumbura, Burundi! Ten kids mean dinner, dust, and dirty socks...of these things there is no end.  Before the month is out the four older girls, Sarah, Lizzie, Carly and now Cindy will be leaving for Rift Valley Academy, the AIM school for missionary kids in Kijabe, Kenya—in the high country north of Nairobi.  This school is an hour away by air, but three days by land.  I'm thankful our kids love RVA.

A representative from the Burundian Social Action Office is planning to visit our family this week for the purpose of viewing the children in their adoptive environment.  We hope he will be pleased and sign the document we need to obtain the final adoption decrees for James, Daniel, Samuel, Christopher, Angel and Andy.  Wow! Won’t it be wonderful when all ten are fully and legally adopted!  We’re thankful for this terrific family God brought into our lives and for the crazy joy they generate. 

While I’m being thankful I want to shout “HALLELUJAH!” for all the volunteers who have given their time and expertise to work with us here.  What a blessing!  And should there be someone out there who could work one-on-one with our special boy, Samuel, please contact us right away.  The volunteer who wanted to come can’t make it after all. 

Twice this summer in different churches in different countries I heard the same imperative from Matthew 14:25-31: Keep your eyes on Jesus, take courage, get out of your boat, and don’t be afraid to walk on water.   Makes me wonder what is ahead now that we’re back in Burundi?  Whatever it is, I pray that I don’t stay cowering in the boat…

Looking forward with Jesus,

Melli, Ken and Kids

