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"…the whole thing seemed marvelous, a veritable circus of laughing

and slamming and banging and wailing.”  --Jan Karon (Out of Canaan)

GLORY AND TRUMPETS! "The children are coming!  The children are coming!"  It's like a warning mantra in my head to brace myself—and at the same time, a joyfully frantic mother's challenge to pull out the stops in the kitchen and hang banners and lights.  We will be together again!  Five of our ten have been in Kenya at Rift Valley missionary school, where after the first three month term they are released for Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year's...and it WON'T be "all is calm, all is bright..."

My heart hasn't always been so bursting full of children.  I've had my share of sadness when I couldn't conceive...then God turned that barrenness into “blasto-genesis”! Ha! How can I thank Him for my Burundian babies?  I'll never understand it—I’m not a perfect mother and I don't have perfect kids, but He's helping us to be a family, and we love each other.  It's a miracle!

I want to tell you about another miracle.  Her name is Valeria Ndindamagambo which in Kirundi means "Whatever they say, I'm living".  She was married for some years but was never able to have a baby.  Her husband abandoned her and remarried—twice, actually.  Returning to her family, she was given a small house and a plot of land to cultivate by her brothers. But her heart was broken and it took time to heal.  She turned to our loving God to help her and found joy again in living.  Some years later her former husband sought her out to ask her forgiveness.  She wept saying, "I was ready to stay—love, and take care of your wives' babies but you wouldn't even let me do that!"  Sadly, he went away, without her pardon.

Then one morning after it had rained she went into her garden to hoe.  She couldn't believe what she was seeing!  Did her eyes betray her?  On the ground nearly hidden by plants lay a newborn baby, sleeping peacefully, covered only by a small cloth!  Valeria was dumbfounded and yet her heart told her this was a gift.  Wrapping the 4 lb. bundle, she hurried to the Commune Chief who declared the baby abandoned and instructed her, “Go to the Rainbow Centre—they will help you.”  We gave her formula, baby clothes and bus money to keep coming. She named her baby Mugisha (in Kirundi meaning, "I have a chance").  Mugisha, now 18 months old, is thriving.  God allowed two poor abandoned souls to find and bless each other.  After this, Valeria sensed God directing her to find her ex-husband and freely forgive him.  Her favorite verse in the Bible is Romans 8:2:  "because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free..."   (Please see Picture Gallery for their picture.)
May you feel God's amazing love in YOUR HEART this Christmas!

Melli, Ken and Children
P.S. Please see Picture Gallery for this year’s Johnsons Family Portrait
P.P.S Please see below for a special note from Melli’s Mom and Dad

TWAS THREE WEEKS BEFORE CHRISTMAS

AND OUR HOUSE WAS A-FLURRY
WITH LETTERS AND ENVELOPES AND STAMPS IN A HURRY

TO REACH THE POST OFFICE BEFORE ALL BECOMES BLURRY. . .
Well, you kinda get the picture of Ken & Melli’s Mom and Dad as we find ourselves once again in the midst of the “Annual December Newsletter Project”, when we use the U.S. Postal Service to send Christmas greetings and new family photo/prayer cards to Ken & Melli’s complete mailing list.  (Also, to save time and postage, we tuck in our Christmas note to loved ones with whom we have a lifetime relationship as friends and family.)

A year ago we were celebrating our 60th Wedding Anniversary and didn’t have the opportunity to introduce our fourth GREAT-grandchild, Peter Addison Andrews, born on October 27, 2009 to Brian & Tiffany Andrews, who live in Ellisville, Missouri.  Here is a photo of Peter that warms the hearts of his great-grandparents.
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Christmas could never have happened with just a Santa Claus.  What makes Christmas eternally special is a BABY!  God’s greatest gift to us more than 2,000 years ago was sending JESUS into our world as a human baby—one who would grow into manhood showing us what God looked like, and then pay the price of our redemption from sin by dying on the REAL Christmas Tree—the Cross of Calvary!  HALLELUJAH, WHAT A SAVIOR!

Wishing you great JOY at Christmas and the BLESSINGS of Christ throughout the New Year!   

Robert F. (Bob) & Genevieve (Jimmie) Andrews 

The latch-string is always out at 5404 Sharon Trail, Lakeland, FL 33810-5831.  Our phone/fax is: 863-815-2796.  E-mail address: rfandrews@juno.com .  Not on FaceBook, Twitter or YouTube—but do our best to keep in touch otherwise.  

