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"Hey! I thought you were gone!"

Studying veggies in the produce section, I was hailed by someone who knew we were supposed to have flown back to Burundi on June 12th.  So, why are we still in Lakeland shopping for groceries on 4th of July weekend?  We wonder that, too.  Due to circumstances beyond our imagination or understanding, we couldn't board the British Airways flight (for which we held tickets) to London for our connecting flight to Africa.  Suffice it to say, we tried every lofty door of officialdom—from Homeland Security, to Border Police to our U. S. Congressman, to the British Consul—to obtain approval for our children to transit four hours between planes in Heathrow Airport, but to no avail.  There seemed no alternative but to change airlines.  Sigh. 

This morning four-year old Christopher crawled into bed next to me for a pre-day cuddle.  Suddenly I heard him singing, "Our God is an awesome God, doo-doo-dee, doo-dee-doo..."  His singing reminded me of our God who doesn't need an official stamp--who wants me to trust and keep believing Romans 8:28, that "All things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are called according to His purpose."  Someone once said that we must do what we can do and then leave the rest to God.  Sorting out complications and making a way is His specialty.  Thank you for your prayers as we adjust to a new travel plan which takes Ken and Cindy to Africa on July 8 to meet our three daughters at Rift Valley Academy where Cindy will apply for Fall placement into 6th grade.  Then I will follow on Ethiopian Airlines with our six other children on July 26.  We praise God for providing a volunteer, Gioia (pronounced, Joya) Varenkamp in place of Chelsea Owen who had only a three week time period to go to Burundi and return back to her job.  We hope Chelsea will be able to come out at a later date.  Gioia, who had planned to come to Burundi for two months this summer to work with Samuel, was able to change plans to travel with us to Africa and help me with the toddlers on the planes.  Please pray for us as we travel 18 hours on a full plane (Ethiopian flies direct from Washington, D.C. to Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, with a fuel stop in Rome. I hope they're all sleeping during this time). 

Someone once said that it's always good to have a backup plan.  Well, since we must wait to get back to Burundi, a great place to be is here with Grandpa and Grandma Andrews where the kids can ride bikes, see an alligator on the riverbank, eat watermelon, swim in the park pool, ride a golf cart, and watch the 4th of July fireworks from a city parking lot.  Gioia shared a great verse with me: "Since ancient times no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you who acts on behalf of those who wait for Him." (Isaiah 64:4 NIV)

With lots of love,
Melli, Ken and Kids

