June,  2010,  NEWSLETTER --from Ken & Melli Johnson 

USA ADDRESS: 5404 Sharon Trail            


                                  AFRICA ADDRESS: B. P. 122

Lakeland, FL 33810-5831       




                  Bujumbura, Burundi, AFRICA

Phone/Fax: 863-815-2796





                  Phone/Fax: 257-22-22-34-31

Email: rfandrews@juno.com 





                  Email: jkenmelliing@gmail.com 

                                                Web Site: www.rainbowcentre.net 

     Support address: Christian Missions In Many Lands (CMML), P. O. Box 13, Spring Lake, NJ 07762-0013

“NOBODY WANTS OUR STUFF”  --Ken

I am not a packing enthusiast.  Now, at the end of our special furlough year I must examine my impractical streak of acquiring "stuff" and ruthlessly “lighten the ballast”.  Carly insists the five bags of marshmallows for roasting over the campfire at the Kumbya Missionary Family Retreat (August) in Rwanda are truly important.  So leave the paper diapers, take the marshmallows.  Someone once said that our business in life is amassing stuff only to spend further effort in arranging how to transport it.  This and that from here to there.  These are questions of little importance in the light of eternity, but extremely plaguing in packing: What to take, what to leave, what to save, what to give?    
 

In Africa we could leave anything outside the gate and it would be gone the next morning.  No need to haul it to a charity container where orders are posted: "DROPPING OFF after hours is considered DUMPING."  (Read by flashlight after unloading many bags and boxes) and thinking we'd better reload it into the van and come back another time--but then another sign admonishes, "TAKING what has been left is considered STEALING!"  (So we can't take it back!)  Standing there in a quandary we read, "CAMERAS are watching YOU."  (Yikes!)  Donating stuff should be more pleasant, less stressful. 

 

Since I can't take it with me, this may be the moment to reflect on Hebrews 12:1--the "throwing off everything that hinders" (NIV), "stripping off every weight that slows us down" (NLT), "take a new grip with your tired hands and strengthen your weak knees." Heb.12:12 (NLT) Ha!  I can do this!  I can pack 18 suitcases rationally and efficiently while clearing out the house we’ve been renting, leaving it clean and sparkling! Your prayers are welcome and appreciated!

 

Rejoice with us in answered prayers:

        James is praising the Lord that his right wrist has healed and the cast removed!  When he jumped into the pool with that cast off he shouted, "I am soooo happy!"

        Sammy is happy that his new ALT-CHAT machine arrived and he can take it to Burundi! It can even say "Amahoro!" (Peace-greeting) in Kirundi!  A dear friend provided the machine for Samuel!  A volunteer from San Jose, California, Miss Gioia Varenkamp, is coming this summer to work with Samuel, and there's a possibility of another coming in the fall to work with him.

        We've heard from friends in Burundi that the early elections have gone peacefully!
        We praise God for providing and answering prayer!  Thank you for praying! 

Lots of love,  Melli, Kenny, Cindy, James, Danny, Sammy, Christopher, Angel and Andy
