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"I LOVE THIS DAY!
 
It's Monday morning.  Rain predicted.  The morning news grim.  And somehow I missed the garbage collector—the cans are still out by the road.  Speaking of unsavory odors, Angel couldn't make it to the bathroom on time and I had an impromptu carpet cleaning to take care of.  Then, Yikes! Andy just up-chucked his breakfast!"  We must have rocked too hard in the rocking chair.  On top of that I have a toothache which makes me irritable.  The children always know.  "Mama," they ask, "Is your tooth 'paining' you again?"  Sigh.  I so dislike trudging to the dentist and smiling into the face of the long needle.  And worst of all, Ken is not here.  

 

Ken is back in Burundi.  He's pushing for the final adoption decree of our last six Burundian children, James, Daniel, Samuel, Christopher, Andy and Angel.  While waiting patiently for this complicated process to be completed, he's resuscitating various vehicles on the mission and supplying the baby-feeding projects at the mission and Rainbow Centre, buying and delivering huge sacks of powdered milk in our remaining functioning transport--the Buzz Bomber (motorcycle-truck).  In a few days he'll be flying to Kenya to have an endoscopy and gall bladder surgery at the AIM hospital in Kijabe while checking on our three oldest daughters, Sarah, Lizzie and Carly, studying nearby at Rift Valley Academy.  

 

We all miss him.  He's hanging out with his nephew Jesse, wife Joy and their little boys at the mission.  Please pray for Jesse as he is suffering from a kidney problem and severe muscle-joint pain.  Joy has symptoms of a different kind--her third pregnancy.  Pray for God's healing and strengthening of our loved ones in Burundi.

 

When I heard a cartoon character on TV this morning chirping, "I love this day!"  It made me pause.  It sounded like a condensed paraphrase of Psalm 118:24: "This is the day the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it."  Thank you, Lord for this day!  I have a fractured tooth and must get a root canal which will require me to be quite brave in front of the children.  In our front entryway seven pairs of shoes are lined up ready for action.  Bikes in various stages of functioning decrepitude hang from hooks on the carport like so many bats on a wall.  The garbage at the curb is proof of life continuing—the tending of this flock unending... Help me to love my day, I pray!  Amen.

 

Thank you all for your love, concern, and prayers!

 

Melli, Ken and Kids

