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“I LOVE SURPRISES!  JUST WARN ME!”  --Melli
 
It is written somewhere that if one must know everything immediately, it's not as much fun.  If I tell the children that I have a surprise for them I never have any peace..."Tell us!  Tell us!" they whine, until my head pounds and the joy of the surprise diminishes.   Maybe that's why the Lord likes to keep a secret when a surprise is on the horizon.  

 

I think it won't be long until Samuel is talking.  I believe it is already slowly happening.  I love watching his speech therapist coach Sammy into saying consonants and vowels.  Sam enjoys his electronic talking machine, too, and uses it everyday at school. The button he likes to push a lot speaks: "My name is Sammy, and I’m six years old.” We are doing all we can to help him, we still have to wait and see—but I can hardly wait!  We'd love to have someone come to Burundi to tutor Samuel in kindergarten and continue his speech exercises.  

 

Because that's the next surprise!  As soon as school is out in Florida we fly back to Burundi.  We have to all be back in Bujumbura before the final adoption decree can be granted for our last six Burundian children (James, Daniel, Samuel, Christopher, Angel and Andy).  The children have done well attending school in America!  Pray with us as we prepare to head back June 12.  God surprised us with a brave beautiful volunteer, Miss Chelsea Owen, who wants to accompany us on the journey and help with the children.  She's been a blessing this year driving to Lakeland different weekends to help, giving me a break.   The last time as the children eagerly ran to greet and hug her, Christopher pushed me out the door saying, "Go, Mommy, don't be late."  Ha.  

 

Ken has been airport hopping from Bujumbura to Nairobi to Rome to Washington, D.C., arriving back here in Lakeland next week, after celebrating this weekend with Mom Eleanor Johnson (missionary to Burundi with husband Carl Johnson for over 50 years) her 95th birthday May 1st in Sykesville, Maryland.  Happy Birthday to an amazing woman of God, who just keeps loving and giving one day at a time.  As she likes to say, "We never know what the day will bring forth."  I like to pray, "Lord, I can't wait to know what's going to happen, but please give me patience to bear the suspense."  "Faith is the confidence that what we hope for will actually happen; it gives us assurance about things we cannot see." --Hebrews 11:1 (New Living Translation, The HANDS ON Bible for kids) 

 

Lots of Love,  

Melli, Ken and Kids

