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“MOMMY, YOU BE THE TEETH AND I’LL BE THE CANDY! 
The children were eating sweets and it was my duty to lecture and admonish, "Candy will stick to your teeth so BRUSH THEM WELL!" Suddenly Christopher came up to me and gave me his impish grin..."Mommy, you be the teeth and I'll be the candy!"  Then he grabbed me tightly and squeezed and wouldn't let go. Ha!   A new experience--being the teeth!

Earlier he had jumped out of bed and dashed outside to see if the little stray bird he had adopted had slept well in his basket.  He came back wailing, "He's gone!"  Daniel tried to comfort him, "It's good he flew away...he'll be okay."  sigh.  We lose something precious--we grieve.

Ken is flying home today after spending some special last days with his mom in the States.  She was still alert and able to communicate, joining in as Ken and his sisters sang favorite hymns and shared scripture verses.  Ken and Nancy were at her bedside in the wee hours of September 13 as she quietly left earth for her eternal home with the God of the Universe. After 96 years of joyful, unflappable vivacity, living her dream, working her heart out in Central Africa for more than 55 years, Mom Johnson heard the Master’s commendation-- “Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” (Matthew 25:23)

I can still remember her driving me around Bujumbura, after I first arrived, married to Ken and before I dared to drive here where road rules are, shall we say, rather relaxed.  There she was, talking, gesticulating, expertly manipulating the funny old blue Renault 4 with the wacky stick-shift, sitting on extra cushions so she could see over the steering wheel.  We were rapidly approaching a stop sign and she showed no intention of stopping!  I casually mentioned it and she said, "Oh, Melli, nobody stops for those here. If I stopped someone would ram me from behind!" Ha!  What an adventure having her as a mother-in-law!  Her zeal for life and for Jesus Christ was unstoppable!

"Behold Him there!  The risen Lamb,  My perfect spotless, righteousness;

The great unchangeable I AM,  The King of glory and of grace!

One with Himself, I cannot die,  My soul is purchased by His blood;

My life is hid with Christ on high, With Christ, my Savior and my God."

Before the Throne of God, Above --Charitie Bancroft

Thank you for your prayers and love,

Melli, Kenny and Kids
