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"FOR FINDING YOUR MOTHER, THERE’S ONE CERTAIN TEST.

YOU MUST LOOK FOR THE CREATURE WHO LOVES YOU THE BEST.”                                   
                                                                                      --Little Miss Spider by David Kirk
At this point in motherhood it's ridiculous to retain that tenacious hope (from when I was not a
mother, which was almost 16 years ago) that I could sleep in on Saturday mornings.  However,

I knew that when four little boys of stair-step sizes peered at me through the mosquito net this morning  (I could hear the drilling of their eyes!), there would be no further repose until bedtime. 

Everyday is a new adventure in parenting.  I heard a Masai minister last week reminding and resolutely recruiting all fathers in Africa to attain peace and harmony in their families in order to promote unity in their country.  Quiescence and tranquility--ah!  Something to work toward with steadfast intervention.  When I drive past the UN outposts on the fringe of Bujumbura, I'm reminded that a mother's main responsibility is to be a resident peace-keeping force along with slathering mushy love on dirty faces.

Speaking of the latter, I visited one of the Rainbow Centre's foster mothers this week and reveled in a first time single mother’s joy in loving a special miracle baby from the Rainbow Centre.  Meet Ruthie, who once worked cleaning hospitals, but then came to the Rainbow Centre wanting to be a nanny.  She learned how to care for fragile babies and later fell in love with little Billy, who weighed one kilo (2.2 lbs) at birth and was strengthened in a government hospital incubator until able to be released to the Rainbow Centre.  He was thriving, but then fell sick.  We still do not know what caused the physical setback, in spite of weeks in intensive care with many tests performed.  His recovery—another miracle!  Ruthie prayed to be his mother and today Billy at four years, is strong, bright and enjoying preschool.  She lives very simply in a room the size of a small walk-in closet, cooking outside and sharing facilities with other families.  Ruthie and Billy are helped by a sponsorship program called, Allow the Children, (www.AllowtheChildren.org)  in partnership with the Rainbow Centre, helping hundreds of children in Burundi.  Wow!  

Thanks so much for your prayers!  God is doing great things, using the little we can give, along with your prayers and a whole lot of love!  I’m reminded of a song my Dad sings as a solo:

“Little is much when God is in it.  Labor not for wealth or fame.

There’s a crown and you can win it, if you go in Jesus’ name.”

Blessings and Love,

Melli, Ken and Kids

