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“Wait for the Lord; Be strong and take heart …”  -- Psalm 27:14

What a month! It suddenly got busier around here.  Our volunteer from San Jose, California, Gioia Varenkamp, left to return home and her job. (Thank you, Gioia, for coming and working with Sammy.)  Then it was full speed ahead to get Cindy and James ready for boarding school in Kenya. Cindy’s acceptance at RVA whetted a burning desire in James to attend so we applied for him as well.  James waited patiently for the last minute news that he was accepted! We dashed about trying to fit him out for school.  No Walmart here, so we wandered through the open markets searching through piles of clothes, some of which come from thrift stores in the USA!  The cool, damp weather in Northern Kenya requires long trousers and sweatshirts, not the summer attire of Florida and Burundi!

For new student orientation RVA requires parental accompaniment, so I traveled with Cindy and James to meet their teachers and dorm parents. How I praise the Lord for the dedicated, loving staff there at RVA who care for our children!  When we called James yesterday afternoon he was playing basketball.  Daniel was first to talk to him, responding with one “Wow!” after another. When we finished the call he said, "Mom, can I go to RVA tomorrow?!"  I guess that says it all!

With five kids at RVA you'd think it would be more peaceful here, but four little boys and one tough tomboy still manage to make a whole lot of noise!  However, school starts next week, and then we'll be searching for a new place to live.  For the past 15 years through the generosity of friends who formerly lived here, we’ve been privileged to live in and care for their home while they have been ministering in England. What a haven it has been to our family—but what joy to have them back in Burundi!  Since we need to move soon, please pray that God will make clear His exciting plan for us.

Meanwhile, let me tell you about Anna, a Christian mother who found an abandoned baby girl and brought her to our baby feeding program at the Rainbow Centre.  Although she had a healthy baby boy of her own, she offered to breast feed little Vanessa (something very few women here 
would agree to do) if we could give powdered porridge mix to her son. We agreed and Vanessa is thriving!  What a joy to see such happiness in this compassionate woman!  (See photo)

Thank you for your prayers as we wait for the Lord. 

Lots of love,

Melli, Ken and Kids
