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“How can there be too many children?  That is like saying there are too many flowers.”     --Mother Theresa
Samuel, our seven year old who does not yet speak, was showing me in sign language the new sign-names he was giving his brothers so we can know whom he is talking about.   His name for big brother James (10) is drumming his chest like a gorilla.  James has always loved to thump his chest—when deep in thought, or nervous, or just happy.  Asked once why he did it he replied, "It's my 'habitat'." 
I wonder what my 'habitat' is—maybe hugging my kids.  I love holding them and life is short—half of them are already too big to cozy-down in my lap and rock.  Sigh…
Today, a woman brought a tiny baby to the Rainbow Centre for more formula.  A mother of seven young children, she is a poor widow named Nizigiyimana, which means "I have faith in God".  She told me her story:  As a cultivatrice (field worker) she was out picking cassava leaves.  {Cassava is a tuberous root which is dried, pounded into flour, and then cooked in a special way—you have to be strong to stir it as it turns into a glutinous mass called ugali, which I find difficult to swallow but my kids love it.  The leaves are pounded with a large pestle into a green mush which tastes delicious when cooked and reinforced with onions, garlic, peanuts and tomatoes—if you eat it without looking at it.)

But I digress...Nizigiyimana noticed a plastic sack nearby and thought, "How handy!  I can put my cassava leaves in that sack." As she picked it up she heard a tiny cry from within the bag, and was astonished to find a newborn, with untied umbilical cord.  She cradled the baby in her arms and held it, but then remembered her seven children—she was poor and how could she take one more?  She put the baby down and turned away.  Then she felt a voice within her nudging, "Go back—take the baby."  Twice more she picked up the baby and set her down, struggling with her fears.  Love won out.  

Baby Ndihokubkayo (I live by God) weighs almost five pounds at three months, and needs our continuing prayers.  Please join with us in praying for her, the family, and the Rainbow Centre as we reach out in love to help her grow into the beautiful, healthy child God designed her to be.
Lots of Love,

Melli, Ken and Kids --and the Rainbow Centre Team
