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“HEY HO, DUM DIDDLE DEE—IT’S THE SIMPLE LIFE FOR ME!
It is firmly decided.  Moving our family into grass huts for the annual week of Kumbya Missionary Conference near Kibogora, Rwanda is now a family tradition not to be missed.  As mother of this energetic brood, it is of course my sincere and supreme desire to experience bracing adventure in this somewhat remote wilderness area, with emphasis on simplicity, which the kids take to mean sleeping in grass huts with bugs, spiders, and other creepy crawlers, no changing of clothes or brushing of teeth for 7 days and bathing in the cold and clear croc-and- hippo-free Lake Kivu—the absolute highlight of the summer.   It takes a day of dusty, slow-going road travel to get from here to there but worth it to enjoy excellent Bible teaching, family fun and Christian fellowship with multi-national friends from surrounding countries. We were  rather damp in returning home (it chose to rain during dry season) with stuff in our hair and great memories of monkeys jumping in the trees next to our huts.  We learned that a new law was just passed in Rwanda banning the building of grass huts until further notice, so next summer I guess we’ll be scrounging up tents.

Speaking of conferences, next week 5,000 people are expected to gather at Kigobe Mission for our country-wide church extravaganza which takes place every five years.  Please pray for the organizing to be smooth so that all who attend will be blessed by the worship and Word.   Pray for Jesse and Joy as they are in the midst of the planning and involved in the daily activities. Please pray also for Ken as we try to sort out some stomach troubles he has been having, which greatly discourage him and drain his energy.

The Rainbow Centre got a face lift this summer for a day care program.  The Rainbow Team is helping working mothers in the neighborhood by taking in babies from newborn to five years, caring for them during the day, thereby generating income to help feed orphaned and abandoned babies in our Rainbow Centre’s TWIZERE (Let’s have Hope) project.  Please pray for the success of this day care ministry—that it will grow and be a blessing to many families. 

Family worship was emphasized at Kumbya as being the strong foundation to ministry.  Tonight, while praying together, we overlooked Angel.  She piped up, “Hey!  I didn’t get to pray!”  I’m thankful for her heartfelt toddler prayers, especially when she compassionately includes me with “…and please, God—help Mommy to get a good sleep!”  Amen.

And thanks to all of you—for your faithful prayers!

Melli, Ken and all the family
