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“MOMMY, WHY ARE SO MANY BAD THINGS HAPPENING TO PEOPLE RIGHT NOW?”                            --Christopher, age 5
A child asks "why?"  The children have been praying for Grandma Eleanor Johnson, a strong force in our lives, now 96 years old.  She was scheduled to have surgery for a pace maker in Roanoke, Virginia, but suffered a mini-stroke which left her unable to swallow.  Kenny just flew over the ocean to see his Mom, and with Daddy away all the kids are my champions, "You need us to be close while Daddy is away."

We pray daily for our dear Uncle Don Thompson in Kansas, who lies immobilized with cancer and needs pain medication continually.  Our Chinese friend, Bao Ying, who operates a bakery here, suffered the loss of three fingers in her massive bread machine...she left for Shanghai immediately. To witness pain is hard, and how does one explain, “Why?” to children who sing, "My God is so big, so strong and so mighty there's nothing my God cannot do!"  Why doesn't He heal everyone when they pray or better yet, why does He let bad things happen in the first place?"  
C.S. Lewis wrote in "The Problem of Pain" that to our way of thinking, "If God were good, He would wish to make His creatures perfectly happy..."  He went on to declare that it's nonsense to think that way.   Dr. Paul Brand in his book, "Pain, the Gift Nobody Wants”, wrote that pain is actually a gift.  If we didn't feel pain we would suffer worse consequences...like the victims of leprosy who lose limbs because they've gone numb. If we didn't know pain we would be numb. To be alive is to know pain, but it doesn't come naturally to be thankful for it.  My prayer: "Dear Lord, help us get through the hard times."
 
It's far easier to be thankful for gifts that bring joy, especially to children.  We were given hand- made African-style dolls and colorfully knitted soft toy balls this month from a ladies' missionary sewing group in Michigan.  We gathered Rainbow Centre children together and distributed the toys...they loved them!  Thank you so much, WMI of Spring Arbor!

Just this week, in a letter from Sandra Lauri, we learned that almost a year ago her Sunday School class (9 kids) in Citta' di Castello, Italy, “took to heart a desire to help the Centre through a project that would collect offerings and encourage prayer during the year.” Across the months, the Rainbow Centre and Burundi were the focus of special projects and “Missionary Evenings” in their church, with giving finally reaching the goal of 1,000 Euros—a check for which in U.S. dollars accompanied Laura’s letter “to help meet the needs of the Rainbow Centre and Arms of Love Baby Home…We are happy to receive your newsletters in order to encourage our children to give with joy and to pray for specific needs.”  


We are so blessed by their desire to help us!  Thank you, children, and all who shared in giving!  Their motto from Ephesians 5:2--“Walk in love, just as Christ also loved you, and gave Himself up for us.” I like the way The Message puts it, too: “Mostly what God does is love you.  Keep company with him and learn a life of love.  Observe how Christ loved us.  His love was not cautious but extravagant. He didn't love in order to get something from us but to give everything of himself to us. Love like that."

Children never stop asking, "Why?"  But they never stop praying, either, once they start. 

Thank you for all your prayers and love,

Melli, Ken, and the Rainbow Centre Team
